
BILL 41 - Regulations

Record Keeping

Background

Manitoba Pharmacists practice in a demanding
environment, and it is most often challenging to
effectively manage their current workload.
Changes to record keeping requirements which
increase responsibilities need to be accepted as
necessary for responsible pharmacy practice, to
obtain necessary support.

It is recognized that documentation is a necessary
component of pharmacy practice, and additionally
certain documentation is required for compensa­
tion and to protect against liability exposure.

The Manitoba Society of Pharmacists has
consulted with the membership with respect to
prescriptions and records and received significant
feedback through a questionnaire specific to these
topics. The results of the questionnaire suggest
that pharmacists supported the majority of the
proposed regulations which address record
keeping. Certain sections received the support of
more than 80% of respondents, while other
sections were not supported by the majority.
Eighty of these questionnaire responses were
previously forwarded to MPhA as part of their
consultation process.

The MPhA Sub-Committee on Recording Keeping
conducted a detailed review on all relevant

sections of the draft regulations. The approach
adopted by the Committee in analyzing the record
keeping sections was to identify additional
documentation requirements and then determine if

enhanced patient care would be achieved. Where
it was determined health benefits would not result,
the Committee either recommended amendments
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or removal of the applicable sections of the draft
regulations. In total the MPhA Sub-Committee
recommended approximately five amendments and
a total of nine sections be deleted.

A systemic challenge with adding documentation
requirements to the current scope of practice and
creating new documentation requirements for an
expanded scope of pharmacist practice is that
additional compensation is not generated.
Pharmacists much like all other professionals can
not be expected to assume new responsibilities
without payment. In this context it is imperative
that only documentation which is necessary
becomes a mandatory requirement.

Manitoba Society of Pharmacists
Position Statement

The Manitoba Society ofPhamlacists supports the
recommendations of the MPhA Record Keeping
Sub-Committee, and compliments the Committee
in achieving unanimous support for all votes. The
concerns identified through the Society's
questionnaire are consistent with many of the
Sub-Committee's recommendations.

The Bill 41 regulation consultation process
throughout 2009 will provide opportunities for
extensive consultation on regulations which apply
to record keeping. Significant progress is
foreseeable should the relevant stakeholders be

brought together for meaningful discussion and
debate.


