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BILL 41

- Regulations

Professional Liability Insurance

Background

The Pharmaceutical Act, (Bill 41) section 73(1)
allows for council to make regulations in a variety
of areas. Section 73(1) (z) allows for regulations
“requiring members to carry professional liability
insurance and governing the coverage required to
be carried”.

Draft Pharmaceutical Regulations
Policy Document, December 3rd, 2007

PART 16 — INSURANCE
97(1) Professional Liability Insurance

Professional liability insurance

97(1) Every member unless registered under
section 14 of the Act, must be covered by
professional liability insurance that provides a
minimum of $2,000,000 per claim or per
occurrence and a minimum $4,000,000 annual
aggreguale.

Pharmacy Insurance
97(2) Every owner must be covered by commercial
general liability insurance to a minimum of

$5,000,000.

Over the past several years other provincial
pharmacy legislation has mandated that licensed
pharmacists maintain professional liability
insurance. As of July 1, 2007, Alberta pharmacists
are required to carry a minimum of $2 million in
coverage. Pharmacy licensing bodies in both
Saskatchewan and Nova Scotia have also adopted
similar requirements recently. Effective January 1,
2008, pharmacists in Ontario are required to carry a
minimum of $2 million in professional liability
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coverage as approved by the Ontario College of
Pharmacy.

It is understandable that self regulated professions
with the primary responsibility to protect the public
would want to ensure that suitable financial
protection is in place should a patient suffer
damages resulting from medical misadventure.

The Manitoba Society of Pharmacists’ mandate is
to represent the best interests of the membership.
The Society has for many years encouraged
Manitoba pharmacists to carry professional liability
insurance which is comprehensive, and provides
suitable coverage limits for the financial risks
associated with practicing pharmacy.

Manitoba pharmacists currently are allowed to
practice without the protection provided by
professional liability insurance. The Society
recommends pharmacists carry professional
liability insurance given the economic devastation
that could result, although it not necessarily the
Society’s role to insist that pharmacists not be
given the option to practice without adequate
coverage.

Evolving Collaborative Care:

The Manitoba Society of Pharmacists advocates for
an expanded scope of practice for Manitoba
Pharmacists on the primary care team. Concern
with increased “legal liability is often cited as a
barrier to health professionals participating in
collaborative care practices”. The Canadian
Medical Protection Association, which insures
some 90% of Canadian physicians, believes “it is
imperative that all health professionals carry
liability protection.”
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